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to it by a slender magnetic thread". It possesses vortices
through which forces pour, and is the medium of the life-
forces and their transmitter to its dense comrade. Apart
from that comrade it is helpless and unconscious, a drifting
cloud with force-centres, useless when there is nothing
to which it can transmit the forces playing through it, and
subject to manipulation from outside entities who can use
it as a matrix for materialisation.
Q, What becomes of the etheric double at the time of
death ?
Ans. Death means for the etheric double just what it
means for the physical body—the breaking up of its con-
stituent parts» It is the vehicle of vitality or Prana which
animates the whole physical body. At the hour of death
it oozes forth from the body, when it is seen by the
clairvoyant as a violet light, or violet form, hovering over
the dying man, still attached to the physical body by the
slender thread already mentioned. Consciousness in the
body then grows less and less vivid till at the death of the
physical body the thread snaps, thereby breaking the last
magnetic link between the dense body and the remaining
principles of the human constitution. Being of physical
matter the etheric double remains in the neighbourhood of
the corpse and disintegrates slowly, its remnants being
sometimes seen in graveyards as violet lights hovering
over graves. It is better for several reasons to burn the
dead than bury them, as will be explained in Chapter VI.
Q. You spoke of the etheric double as the vehicle of
Prana or vitality. What is that Prdna ?
Ans. In order that the physical body may live, it
requires food for its digestion, air for its breathing, and
vitality for its absorption. Vitality is essentially a force, but
when clothed in matter it appears as an element existing

